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Application/Control Number: 10/009,308 p age 2 

Art Unit: 1771 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The Examiner 
notes for the record that the various rejections and objections set forth in the Office 
Action dated 1/21/04 have been overcome. However, it is noted that in that Action the 
Specification was objected to, not rejected, under 35 USC 112, first paragraph 
(Response, pages 3-4). Additionally, it is noted that US Patent 5,288,400 to Philips 
which was cited by applicants in their Response is directed to a "Biological Filtration 
System" and never mentions fluorine containing sheets in its disclosure. Finally, the 
Examiner notes for the record that applicants have withdrawn their attempts that were 
previously set forth in two prior Responses preceeding the 1/21/04 Response to amend 
the Specification on page 1 1 of the application. In each instance the resulting Action 
was held to be non compliant since the paragraph presented to be amended was not 
the paragraph which existed (and still exists) in the Specification. However, it was not 
necessary to amend this paragraph to obtain a patent, as applicants point out in their 
Response. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Daniel Zirker whose telephone number is 571-272-1486. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 5-4-8:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Terrel Morris can be reached on 571-272-1480. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 



Application/Control Number: 10/009,308 p ag( 
Art Unit: 1771 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



*** 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments o 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 



